Criteria for Hormone Therapy

Initiation of hormone therapy may be undertaken after a psychosocial assessment has been
conducted and informed consent has been obtained by a qualified health professional, as outlined
in section VIl of the SOC. A referral is required from the mental health professional who performed
the assessment, unless the assessment was done by a hormone provider who is also qualified
in this area.

The criteria for hormone therapy are as follows:

1. Persistent, well-documented gender dysphoria;
2. Capacity to make a fully informed decision and to consent for treatment;

3. Age of majority in a given country (if younger, follow the Standards of Care outlined in section
Vi;

4. If significant medical or mental health concerns are present, they must be reasonably well-
controlled.

As noted in section VII of the SOC, the presence of co-existing mental health concerns does not
necessarily preclude access to feminizing/masculinizing hormones; rather, these concerns need to
be managed prior to or concurrent with treatment of gender dysphoria.

In selected circumstances, it can be acceptable practice to provide hormones to patients who have
not fulfilled these criteria. Examples include facilitating the provision of monitored therapy using
hormones of known quality as an alternative to illicit or unsupervised hormone use or to patients
who have already established themselves in their affirmed gender and who have a history of prior
hormone use. It is unethical to deny availability or eligibility for hormone therapy solely on the basis
of blood seropositivity for blood-borne infections such as HIV or hepatitis B or C.

In rare cases, hormone therapy may be contraindicated due to serious individual health conditions.
Health professionals should assist these patients with accessing non-hormonal interventions for
gender dysphoria. A qualified mental health professional familiar with the patient is an excellent
resource in these circumstances.



